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Adthough married in Back Bay they were bznned in Bo-ton,

Published and edited about this time of the quarter by Vernon
L, McCain, Box 458, P~yette, Idaho,,..note new adrress, 2ll,

- This issue s NOT mimeod by Shelby Vick.
BIRDSMITH s a publicortion of the Society fcr the Preserv-~tion

of Robert Bloch., Remember, "Satisfaction guaranteed or dcuble
Your offerings back...." No other Ghod can make that 3t-tement,

__NOTE 70 CREFNELL; On page 6 you forgot Call MNe

1929 VAS A LONG TIME AGO

BILEEN--Yes, Dean, it could very well have been Autrey, Two or
three years ago Columbin Records proudly announced th~t Johnny
Ray's "Cry" was their second best selling record of all timeq
#1? "Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer" by guess who,

DEEAM OQULST--The article on Pnlmer w-g¢ interesting but I am at

a loss why this intense intereet ¢f yours in Palmer all these
years and your re.cated attempts to try to steerx <him into more
gensible paths,as revealed by these quoter, Adn’~ " tedly Palmer
is an intere=ting example of the odd de=2d-eonds the human mind
can consiruct for i¢self, but I con think ci Tew, if 2ny, people
in sf who possess less potential 7Trr advoneing sf in any o nstructe
ive manner, Palner is the skeleton in scienr fiction's closet
and it is not incumbent upon rfandom to cpen Tcc many deors sinece
Palmer was Jjust atout the firect important fan and c=xtainly the
firet impor+aut example to iv:n pro. It can happeit herel Let's
cons{der ourselves lucky Degler n2ver g0t 2 job ar an editor,

FANTASY Al LTIMR..Tu5t to keep the record =t;alght Shelty Vick

had nothlng to do with the double inetallmerit of BIRDSMITH in

the 70tk mai” inz, nor has he had since the Spring 1954 mailing.
I'd forgotten 2hent thot cfedit line being on the stencil by the
time they weie finally run off or I'd have covered it up, Don't
attetpt to resd any signs of a feud into the above., Shelby was,
and probahly remains, the closest friend I ever made in fandom,
But appﬁ"ltWy he's indulging in the most king-zize gafia of =2l1
time. Although he adhered religiouvsly to our agreement for run=-
ning off tre magazine, eventually you grow a trifle self-conscious
of any sucl mrrangement vhen you hea> not a word of correspcndence
out of the otHer half, As of now it's ahout a year since I last
heard from Shelby so I've opened up othe: methods of reproducing
BIRDSMITH. Apperently this fits with Shelby's desires since I
notice he's been dropped from the membership,

BgBIZONS--I liked everything about “Ycung Fen'e Mancy" except the
title. More, please, "Vhnt'ae Wrong Wigh F~n Foetry" also mrde
interesting reading althoupi. I hacdn't bothered reading any of the
examples you cite, I don't care for most real poetry so can't
see any reacson to bother with fan stuff,.,.which usually lacks
even metre, Like /ilson wi th Palmer, I really can't see why you
bother giving ~nything so tri vial such elo-e attention.
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HASOEa-I don't kmow where the €aliforniz incurgents got the ide2
thet huge magazines compoced wholely of 1little accounts of minutiae
of their da2ily lives was the way to publich a m~g-zine, 0ddly
enough, almost every one of these items ig fascinating, t~ken by
itgself,s....but strung one after another with no connecting thread
or unifying pattern 1t ie indigestibhle, to say the least , liaybe

I should ration this =tuff out,,..read one item a c¢ay., DBy the next
mailing I'd be through, maybe, As it is I rea?l fcur or five pages
and then st rt getting the sa2me restless reaction that must be felt
by a husband whose wife never eserves any food Hut pctato chips or
perhaps any listeners ta that Southern radic station which played
"Stiggy Boom" (or whatever the title was) over and over for three
days, Xven brilliance gets monotonous, if unrelieved, As an example
let me cite the GRUE's and BLWTNt!g of today 28 compared with the
unrelieved nothingebut-inicrlincetions publications of Grennell when
he first entered F4PA,

AMt-In cagse Bob fails to protest, let me dc so for him.  He
did not write ¢that critique of Player Piano, Limko, etC.....merely
published 1t, Oticiwiee, though, I think I agree with your views .
more than Verdaa's i the matter, Nice zine, Thyllis, and a nice
addition to FAPA. Iope you can be in every mnailing from now on,

L1117/ 7777/27777/7///7:7777/7///7/7/7//7///7/77/7/7//777/727777777777/

Yes, I know the ~hove r2iling comments were unbelievably bhrief and

I apologize to ever .ne gkipped but I'm juet not ir a meailing come

ment frame of min# a¢ present,,...and there'e 2 gooa chance future

mailing comments in BIRDSMITH m y be equally brief....cnd asain they

may not., Of course part of it wae rimply that 7 read these mogs

three weeks ago and th~t's too 1nor- to remembe: most of what I wanted

tc comment on plus which I have to many interestin: thinge in abey-

ance right now to horve the »-:3ience to re-read the entire wailing

80 I just sort of ekimned <throurh each mag this fime »cund, Even

80 it gtill toconXk the bhetter p~—wv of two evening
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Mo wonder =z msn considers his navel and 5:iin., -- BALLARD

L7177 7772 77770027 7700707777777/0777/777//7/7777777//7/777/77///777/
THIS BUSIN.SS 9T PrO;JUDICE

"Se you =ay witl an oath that you aren't prejudiced against
the Jewish rsce? Jnd you visualized Bob Silverberg as 'a
big, f2t old slob with heavy 4 o'clock shadowy jowls and
cigarette ash in the wrinkles of vour scup-sroiiec vest',
didn't youf"--Herry ‘“arner, reviewing GLIL.ZI}E in hORIZOYB #61

I read the above quotetion, inthe last mailing, with a sense of
gslight shock, I'd never particularly concerizd myself with G.L,
Carr's prejudice or lack of same where the Jewish race is concerned
dut 1f I had it would never have occurred to me to search through
her remarks anent Bob Silverberg for evidence as to it, You see,
it simply hadn't occurred to me to think of Dobd Silverberg ag being
Jewish,

Oh, perhaps when I first encountered nis name I may haive thought
of its obvious Jewish origin in trying to visuslize him as an indi-
vidual and personality with every new person I encounter, whether
perscnslly orxr otherwise. ’

{
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If I d1d think of it it certainly m~de no deep impre~cion 28 I
conmmot rec~ll it now 2and, within three to six months, I w2~ thinking
of him ~trictly as ~n ..ast Coast fan about whom I knew concideradvle,
not as a reprerentotive of 2any racial str-in.

£nd before I proceed any further in this (since the rest of -
thie article has nothing to do with 3o0b Silverberg) let me add that
I have tremendous rcepect for Bob as am indivicdual, which any prej-
udiee or lack of same tow=rde Jewish peonle, and my rudden awaken-
ing to the f=ct th~t he is of this group, could hardly 2ffect at this
late date,

Thies is not the furst time this has happened. Several years
ago, in dféscussing Forrie Ackerman, 2 local fan remarked that "“of
eourse, he's a Jew", I was taken aback for 2 second and, then, agreed
that possibly he was., His physical appe~rance was not incomp=atible
with what T hed come to resard as Jewish chrnracteristics, nor did
the name make it imposeible, 3But it had never occurred to me to
search for any evidence of Jewishnese in him and it didn't strike
me as too i, 2rtant whether he was or not even ~fter it had been
brougit o my ~tten*ion, Whether Ackerman actually is Jewish or
not is beside the pcint. The point is that ~ny evidence of such
ancegtry must be pointed out to me., I never notice it for myself
or particulariy look for it,

These crscg ~re not vnique, The ssme thing has happened to me
on sever~l other oce~cicne, involving incdividuals not f-=ns.

Peria~p3 this is only another indicestion of the distressingly
small use I maks of my observ~otional facvlties., ..prob:bly my great-
est dr-wkr.ck in triyin. to write., DBut, if so, I think it is a healthy
disability and one 2 large percent=ge of -the populace would be well
off to ghare; in thig perticuvlar resnect,

Wrhat makecs this moet survprising, to me, is that if =2nyone
inquired about my prejudices an honest answer wowrld require that
I place Jewish prejudice quite near the top, This is a f2irly recent
developement. TITn the smell town in which I was r=2irced 1 was person-
ally acquainted with only one Jewish individuwal. And he occupied
(and €till oczuvies) a very high spot in my esteem. Thysically, and
in his speech, he partook of many of the attribntes most ridiculed
by 2nti-Jewish extremists, He ran a clothing store =nd, =lthough it
sold the moct expensive merchandise of any euch store in that town
in a2 period when our family wae forced to wontch every penny, we were
regular customers of his, and very unheppy when he retired about ten
years 2g0. Sol Spear believed in value received for money, His
merchandise cost more than 2any of his competitor= but it also 1 sted
longer "nd g~ve more sg~atisfaction while in use.. He knew the clothing
business thoroughly and anything he cold carried an implicity guar-
antee of qu~nlity, In addition, I have never known any store of ~ny
type which would go to =uch great lengthis to give good service.
Spear, and the clerks he trained, saw to it that the interests c¢*
every custore r were served to the best of their sbility. Thé oulw
gales talkse you ever got were when they were genuinely convinced
you'd be more s~tisfied with the item th-n the one you were le-ning
toward buying. ‘nd, invari=bly, vou foun.l their judgment correct.

My anti-Jewish prejudice {ff such it =actnally is) stems from
the n"tion of I=r~el. "'hen the Pale~tinian crieies first developed
I had remd concidersble ~bovt it bnt not thought too deeply on the
matter. liy symp~thies wvere with the Jews.
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But the shot that killed Count Folke Dernadotte also killed my
symovathy for te Ieraeli cause. Not th~t I blamed the Israeli gov- .
ernment for the 2csassin~tion iteelf. ZXEvery group has its irrespone
sible fonatics who tend to bring more reput-ble members of the group
into disrewute,

What did shock me thorovghly was the Israeli: . government's
indifferent attitunde toward the whole matter and thc fact that they
hardly made even a tolen effort to search down the culprits and bring
them to justice, VWhien the fonasics of one group cormit a crime a=-
geinst 2 neutr~l third party 1t ie the responsibility .of those within
that group to see to it that steps taken =2re even quicker and more
effective than if the s~me crime had been committed against an import-
ant individual within the group. Failure to do so, no mrtter what
their symvath¥es. makes the antira group guilty and this is a princi-
ple recognized in almoet every group throughout the world and through
history. Cunrrent-day Communists are, of course, an exception but
they operate by different rules of conduct.

Since then I have seen nothing to soften my opinion of the
Israell group, On the contrary further acts have tended to solidify
my how opinion of them and I now regard the Isrzeli government asg ‘
being on the same low plene of internation2l mornality ~s the govern-
ments of Spain, ..rgentina, and Yugoslavia, In fairess, I moet sdd
that it appe~rs that internally a higher level of mornlity is m in-
tained although, even here, much is done which Americans would find
insuffer~ble inv~rsions of freedom,

As my opinion of Isr~el grew lower my symnrathy for the Arabs
grew greater, I think any unbiased investig~tion will show the bal-
ance of moral and/or ecthical right to be on the zide of the Ars=bs in
this clash, despite the heavy rropaganda bnrrrge to the contrary
wiaieh we in this country are smothered with, Not 21l right is on
cne side, of course. The closest parallel seems to be with the early
deys of the /meric-n West, with the Arab corresponding tb the American
Indian., The Arab is more sophisticated, bettered edrcated, and better
equipped than the Indian was, And the Americ-n settlers locled the
slight excvuse (masquerading as mor=1l justification) of brief prior
occupancy of the territory come millenia earlier, (I'm not sure
just how long the Hebrews occupled Paledtine, 2nd h~ve no intention
of referring to the Bible to find out, but I believe it wa= not more
than three or four hundred ye~r~ a2t the most before they were forcibly
gsc~ttered. Since they had taken the country by force in the first
place, displrcing ite occunants, and the Arabd had established since
then » record of conrec tive occupsncy for come two thousand ye~rs any
mor~1l jwr tification for the reclaiming of Talegtine by the Jewish race
pretty well vanishes).

Just as Indians engineered many sneak attacks and have a long
list of =trocities swuch ag =calping defenseless women and children
to their credit, so h~ve the Ar~bs harried the Jews and done many
things of which we cannot approve. But in e-ch case it was the inv 7
er with the more effecient t'rapons and discipline who started the
guarrel¥ and who has c¢arried it out moet s~vagely. It is he whe must
bear the mor~l stigmn. 4nd it is from his h=nde that the most vicious
atrocities h~ve originated, (Notice that the compzratively disinter-
ezted United FF~tione has twice censwnred Israeli for actions beyond the
pale for a civilized nation, 2lthough these have been played down in
the American press).
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Iy anti-Jewish 'prejudice' is e¢onfined to the Israeli government
ap® 4w thase individuzls in this country ~ho ra out of their w2y to
vhitewash itand prrice it. These individuals seem to be of two
tyves; first =are tho-e with the c:viously Jewish n-mes....aAmerican
citizens whose first allegimnce lies elsewhere, This is understandibde
perhaps, but is on exactly the =~-me level as Germ~n-A—erican citizens
vho, in the thirties, supported the Germsn-Amcrican 'md, Each was
allowing his racial ties to dr-w him into supporting something mor=-
2lly reprehensible. .

The other group if m~de up wholly of politicians whe are aware
of the numbers of Jewish voters in this country., It was "rccisely
thie motive which recultéd in the cynieal action of.  Triuran’s adminie
etration in aidipg Israel during the war,..,.while:all our other:
allies (most notierbly Dritain) recognized and, actively or pass=ively,
aided the Arsd cause. Truman's vice-president later lent his name
and his considerable -bilities to the Jewish rel® f fund (which man-
aged to afford full p-ge 2ds in all the big national magazines z2howt
the plight of the poor I=raelis) while totally ignoring the disrlaced
Arabes whose numbers were much greater 2nd whoce plight was much grav-
€r.v....2nd remainc so today, by the way,

I feel much the ==me toward these politiciane as I adid toward
the 1l~te Senator l.cBarr~n for his chamrionship of Spain (2lthoudr, in
fairness, I mucst add th-t their are few Sranish voters in l'evad-> and
the mo=t he ever (ot out of it appe-.c to h-ve been a velvet-carpet
V.1.7. treatment whenever he choi=e to visit 8pain) or a2s I felt to
the c¢hance acqu=int-nce I once met who snent mo=t of his time in
Latin 4America and was telling me how Dictatcr Trujillo of the Dominia-
can Republic (Porfirio Rubirosa's first fother-in-law to those of you
who read only the cociety pages), a percon=l friend of this man, was
the "becst friend we cver had in fighting the Ccmrunists®, Te&iran
Just as Russia was the beet fri_..i we had in fighting the Germans.
But the fact rernine th=t, had Hitler s—-cceedcd in conquering the
.world, he would have been lese of a thre~t than if the Russian Commne

* ists accomilished the s~me purpose. For our living =stand-rds would
have sunk far less and our iy institntions of living changed less
under Xitler than under Stalin. %e'd have lost a great denal of free-
dom and <nffered considernable hunmiliation but Soviet theory is actu-

8lly f2r more ~lien to our life than was the Nazi tyranny. When will

" people le~rn that tho-e who are 'agin' the same as we do not nececsare
ily become lilv-white thereby? 4nd, yes, just for the record I was
"taken in xiw by that wartime propasz~nda about the Russians being our

° friends, just like alrmo=t everyone el=e, I li’e to think I'm a little
more ~ware today. DBut most people 4o net seem to have le~rned any-
thinz, The l'eCarthyitees eontinue to = - . use the same fallac-
ious re-soning,

But db~ck to prejudiece, .

Aside from my anti-Jewish rrejudice I wonld sav I feel rrejudiece

“towards oly three other racial or ethnie grouvps....negroes, Italiane
Americans, ~nd Irish-Arerie~ons, liy feeling towards It-lizans stems
‘from the yveriod when I wae dn the I'avy and on the Tlast Coast where
they: are he~vily settled throughdut New ZEngland ~nd the lew York area,
I had no pre-conceptio s here. 1.y prejudices =2re the resuvlt of muchk-
personal e:perience wherein I come to thoroughly dislike Italian-Am-
eriesns ae 5 group, ~lthough I made sever-~l very close friende within
the group....people I core to ~dmire highly, But the fret remrine-
that I am prejudieced agoin-: ItalianeAmeriecans and =any sueh verson
met overcome my inctinctive dislike, at first sight, and preve his
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worth befere I ceace to regsrd him as a represent~tive of a grouwnp
but, inetead, as ~n individual who nny poscess very good qurlities,
The Iriesh-Americen prejudice I've felt since a very early age
and it stems from the noise braggadocio of the 200% Irish (similar
to the 200% patriosm of the type who idolize McCarthy)......Amriean
eitizene whoe vwork o hard at bdeing Irish that they distort it com -
pletely from the original (and Walt Willis eays the originsl wasn't
authentie Irish, anyw=y, but adeptisn of a stage stereotype Iri~hmn
inventéd by the Dritish), Yeu know the eort of person I mean,...the
vrofessional Iriehmen 1like Fat O'Brien and George Lurphy. George
Murphy, Hollyari‘s suprnose 'good~will ~mbaseador' had a very bad
r>dio progr~m » few ye~re g0 in which he attempted to =ell Hollywood
to the nublic as a folksy shoes-off town. Part of the prozram ine
volved qveetions from listeners whiebh he qnswered over the air. Ope
time, in regrr” 5> »on ezrlier program in whieh David /~yne had bee
a2 gue=t star c.d he and lMurphv had indulgcd in come of this 'pro-
fion-~1l Iri hism’ byplry a woman wrote in mentionéng lMurphy'e= =2aying

he was 1irish and asking for the truth -nd saying che'd always under-
wtood he wae an Ameriesn, This wae prob-bly strictly tongue-in-cheek
but, in =gtead of trlin: the well-deserved reb ke in good part lurphy
gave the wom"n a publir tongue--La~hing over the ailr telling her that

the world was full of thinge that should be fought and she should de~
vote her ~ttaclke to thoce r-ther than to George Murphy and David

WVayne having a littie harmlece fun,

Ar in the c-se of Jewieh individunle I seldom thinlk about whether
someone is Irish or not unless they mrke 2 pcint of it. 4nd, it may
be my imagi:ntion but it seems to me there 2re fewer siich people
around tod~y than fifteen years ago.

As for the negro prejudice this 1la~t is the most complex., I pere
gon~1lly believe that no individu~l e¢an be rzised in the United Statews
in any locality without partakirz of Fegro prejudice to some extent,
The derogatory viewpoint of negroes is rooted <o deeply in our culture
thet every media pagses it further, It ie in our songe, our books,
our folklore, ouvr jokes, our movies.,,.. The citu=2tion ie impoving,
of cource, ~nd little by little the contemptuous viewpoint of the
negro i= heing removed from various 9laces. DBut how m- ny decades or
centinries bhefore 2 s~yiiyy like "A n- in the voodpile" s eradicate
ed. 4Llthough twenty ve-rs m-oy have improved the situ=tion gomewhat,
even with the best of a non-ppejudiced environnent (2nd mine come very
close to that maximum) one imbibes 2 viewpoint of negroes as not-quitee
human,....something 2kin to 2 t~lking chimpanzee, erh-ps. &nd I feel
no mrtter how hard an incdividval may work.to erndicate th~t prejudice
gsome of it i~ there to et~y, It mry tzke the form, as it did in my
caseduring my teens, of over-compensation wherein I felt so violently on
the jubject of negro prejudice that I regarded even lynching as too
good for anyone who furthered it, 1I'wve outgrown that now =nd realize

that 2 violent equalitarian attitude only ae@rathes tlhie prohlem,
Berhaps because I c*n't do much elsa, I tend to feel naow that relaxing
and pl~ying down the _roblem w7ill cause the dlfferencea to be amoothed
away more rnpidly than anything else.’

I still feel so1: what guilty =bout my views toward negroes: but I
no longer try to forcibly change them and they are decreaséng, of -
themselves, gr-dually =inee my intenre interest in jazz (whioch is a
nezro invention and features about two to one negroes as {ts gre-test
gtars) has led to "reater knowledges of neﬂroes. negra moree, and ne"e
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ro woys, Aand negryo culture »néd d=i ly life Bas come to have a fas-
eination for me sueh as no other culture has, It woulcn't take too
gre~t 2~ push to divert myv intereests to it =o mmeb as to cause me to
make 2 life study of it,

But, despite abstract =2dherence to the principle that "ill men
are equal" and interest 48 the negro cilture as a Wwhole and venera-
tion for cert~in negro muvsicians I muet confess that I have cored
verv little for negroes I h~ve knovm personally, And that is putting
it mildly in ~ome c~ees. The most interesting. iunteliigent, and
likable negro I have ever known would have rcen regarded with
contempt by most members of hie race and refferred to witl contempt
as zn '‘Uncle Tom',....very definitely a term of opprobrivm to negroes,
And thie frcet of hi=s character not only was the most diifficult
barrier in trying to become acqurinted with him,...his servility
2nd self-effacingnees had a way of being extremely embarrassing.

The only other negro I've known at all well and for whoece intelli-
gence I had anv respect w's not that way a2t all. Fe had a very

828y relaxed manner which m»de it easy to forget his rsce....luekily
since he was the only negro in a group of 140 s~ilors....but he

2180 was far lece interesting as an individu~1l,

As for the recst, let'~ skip them, I blame the poor educations
facilities for negroee more thon I blrme the i-dividuals thens e¥ es
and I feel that any group raised under ¢imilar disacdvantages would
resmlt in similarlv unattractive individuvals,

So, in e=cence T feeal that analveic shows me innocent of
prejudice 2gainst Jews or the Irish, Prejucdice means 'pre-judgment!
and in both those in=t~nces my antsgonieme do not appear until such
time 2% the individuval does something I consider objectionable,

Th~t i® not pre-judgment,.,..but the =zame method of as~e~cing an
individual which aprlice to all coecial contacts. I am guilty, how-
ever, of prejudice tow~rd negroes and Itolian- sicvicms., The former
is a deeply rooted involuntary respond....the l=tter 2 comp=ratively
surface objecticn growing from experience, I would find it impos=-
sible to defend my views in this matter in a debate or z2rgument since
I Xnow that 2ny sweeping condemnation of a group is illogical and
indefensible but the foct ik remaine that ajy group (thecugh not
individually) I diclike Italian- Amer1c~ns,_?or wnat I consider good
reas=0ons, -

Po R rece- === Serm e s s e N e e e P e L Lk b X R I IR I

SOME THOUGIITS ON OBJ“Q’I‘IVITY AND LACK OF S. ;Il'.!

The preceeding srticle was not an objeetive one; r-~ther it was
& subjective one, dealinsg not with universals, but with the particu.
lar peculiarities =nd reactions of one individuwal, the author, and
attempting to nrobe the reasons therefore ond dr~w some useful con-
eluneions, The almighty"I" was omnivreeent. It i not the first
such article to appear in BDIRDSLITH; and in all probability it will
not be the lacst.

Personally 1 feel it ies better to ure personal pronouns than
for the writer to clumegily attempt to bypas~ il.c personal epplica~
tion when one is writing rbout one's personr~l rcactions (as is done
in this sentence), Dut thece article= go further. But these arti-
cles go further than that. They deal with nothing save the conscious-
ness and motives of one Vernon McCain and ~re of doubtful use to
anyone else,
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reople fastinzte me., They always h2ve, I am un2ble to encountce
anyone, 1in person, throuch correspondence, or through somethin; th:t
individual has written, without attempting to fillXin, for my own
gatisfaction, 28 much as poseible of his bockgrouvnd, the sort of
family he had as 2 child, his home life, his indoetrination toward
the word and his csuvbesequent adjuctment to life, hies likes 2nd dis=-
likes, his motivations, and, moat of all, what goes on in his mind
and how he arriver »t his wviewpointe =2nd conclusions, Throv/ B years
of continuous and almost involuntary etudy 11 everyone I encounser

I flotter my=elf I've come to have a trifle deeper understeonding
than the »ver-ge pcreson has of this animsl enlled the humar being
and itrs individual wnite and why they behave as they do...,..not
through ~ny greater n2tive insight, but merely becouse  am sui=-
fieciently interested to obeserve and rerember,

Much of thie superior insight may be ~elf-deception but on at
le~at several) definite occasions views I held (which were minority
views) loter proved correct,

Let me stress thot all people interest me, although some more
than others., The more uwnusunl and paradoxical the character the
greater the challenre to try to understand why, Among tho=e v'iose
motives and actions i'm constantly trying to solve i~z my=elf, And
I devote more time to trving to solve thot riddle than any cther ...
not from sheer czrcticsm, but hecavse [ have more data in ny cwn cose

and am thus hett:r g.=21if ed to draw cciiclugions than irn »ur olther
instonce. :

It seems to me a natural urge,...the desire to uncz2rstand both
oneself and others and the hidden motives from which stens 1l inex-

plicable, It has been gaid that the prover =tudy of man is manr him=-
gelf. With this I am in complete agreement altro.zgh their ~-e times
when I feel like rephrazging iv to re-d "The prowver siudy o man uis
man, HILSLLE,"

If we connot understmd ourselves how ¢an we possibly understand
others? And how meny of us truly uncderstand ourselves? 4and, if we
do not uncersti~:d others how can we maintain soci-l relations with
them without camm1tt1ng horrible blunders?

The first time I recall attempting celf-analysis and emerging
wvith an interestinzg and important di~covery ~bout mycelf was when I
waz Juet emerging into adolescence ~nd it wnes perh~mps the most
important step I made in that uipredictoble st2ge., 3etween my 1L6th
and 2lst birthdays I mode a whole gseries of them; each altered my
bamic personnlity to an extent and each, I felt, was a step towarqd
maturity, I don't recall now how delibernte those probings were,.,.
I do know that todsy they are deliberate and when, every ye~r or
po, I di~cover something more ahout why I a2ct ~g I do, I concider
it further m=turation, although perhaps les= Lasic th~» the earliiew
one-~,

Precisely how much of this experience is universal I do not mow,

The extreme perscinality changes which overccie vractically =1
new adolercentirs would irndicate to me th=+% sinilar s periencos ove
anything Ttol ancommen .

But neonle den’t tall abent them.
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Tco perzonel? Too intim-te?

I agsumne that muet be the rermeron., 1t appears to be practically
2 univers~l view, violated only by a few poking phllosophers. pPSy-
ohiatriets, writere, snd general buevhadies who don t Iknow when
they're well off, like mycelf
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I am totally at a2 loes to vnderstand the "Don't talk about it,
keep it hidden" attitude toward all but the moet svrface regions of
the hum»n mind, :

A great deal has been done and written on the matter in the
last fifty vears but the avernge per=son remains almocst totally ignore
ant of the findings, A4n occasional psycological erspense story, or
a esyuger-coated vercion of one or two of the more dramatic items in
some movie is abouvt the extent of lir. Average Man'~ Inowledge of
the workings of his own mind,

This isn't too cuvrprising among the John Doe's »nd lMary Ordi-
nary's, The latest b-~eball game and pe rmanent wave pretty well
cover the limit of their interests, anyway. But what =2bout Joe
Fan and }Mary Fanne? Once upon a time they styled themecelves cosmie
thinkers, They're too embnrrassed to do that, anymore, but they do
read » form of fiction which delves more deeply into the uncharted
and only half-suspected than any obher; their interests do u~ually
extenfli far :ore widely than to just the sports or homemaking sec-
tions of the Sunday poper; mo~t of them 2re interes ted, one way or
another, in self-exprescion; and, whether they will admit it to any-
one el~e or not, they regard them=elves =s pog~escsors of superior
mentalities 'even thourh everyme elcse in fondom is pretty dumb',
Yet how mPny of the~e 'superior mentalities' c2n tell you wh~at m-kes
them ~ruperier or how they got that w-y,

I've been around many such people, <ome of them fanz, some of
them interested in -~cience fiction, some of the:ir just intelligent
alert and interestins h'man beings. _1most withovrt excention I
have found they regard the recesces of the mind, their own or anyone
el-e'~, as a taboo <ubject. Some of them -~re interested; but they
don't want to probe too deeply. Tear off the firet few layers of
convention, ~elf-deception, and hypocrisy (unconescious or otherwise®
and, vhen you attermpt to fo fuvrther, yowr encounter the embarrasced
titter, the cuickly changed subject, or the svdden flare of anger,
This, of course, is if they themselves or =ome third »~rty is under
discrssion, Let it be the one who is crrrently -peaking and they
feel (ar at least =ffect) only bhoredom,

I have said that this constant an~lysis is an aliost uncongcious
process with me, practic-lly as n2tural,...snd unstoppnble,,..as
bre~thing, On = nvmber of occnsions I've had reason to regret it
since people resent the attempt to underst-nd their self, and thus
glso rescent its possescor,

On at le gt one occasion the resentment was <o strong, and so
completely without any other aprarent basis as to definitely determ-
ine its guilt as the motive, that the ~ntagoniem turned what had
been a close "nd valved friendship into a condition of bare civility,

The more I underctand about human beings the =*= more I become
avare that there is a2 constantly growing area which I still do not
uwnderstand. Within this area ie the renson why people are terrified
at trying to unravel their own motivations. (XZver notice the large
number of mildly malicious ~nd definitely nntagonistic jokes =2bout
psvchiatriats?)

. Having encountered this recction on more than several occasions
and being possessed of the const=nt urge to try to understand (and
disenss) “why" the locig~l ortcource has been zubjective articles
discussing why I act 2s T do., While there is a certain value in
self-analyeis in th~t i+t hne - be-~ring on yonr futnre hapninecss,

I actrally find myself no more interesting than others....rather
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lecs so, eince I am leses of a puzzle to myeelf., DBnut it ie a 9g-fer
topiec. 1 reca2ll sever~l ve~rs ago when I did a poge long piece
on F, Towner Leney and gaid right in it that I would not =ttemmt
any golution to the nuBzle of his personnlity, not knowing enoc
about him for th=t purpose, but merely pointing out sever of the
more puzzling inconei tencies in thi~ very »-radoxical individuvuzl,
Laney,himeelf, »nd several of his cronies re~ponded rather indig-
nantly to something I had thought wholly innocuous 2nd even one
neutrsl bystmnder referred to it as a UYdissection¥ of Laney, I
wonder what they would h~ve thought if they'd ever read the full-
sczléd five page anmlycis I did of Walt W/illis' character a few
ye=ars back, which never apveared in prirt for 2 variety of reasons,
It is the only occneion I've ever rezlly tried to turn on someone
elce, in f~ndem's public prints, the same spctlight I frequently
throw on myself. The only reason I felt free to do so in this ca2%e
wae that it vag 2 seriouve tokeoff on - riece Walt had done earlier
in a2nalyzing 3jomx lMerwin, thus m~king Walt himrcelf fair gare, plus
which I feltu I Xnew Walt himself clorely enoush to be cure he wouid
not recent it and would t~ke it in good stride, (I might acd I
was correct....rince "/alt saw fragments of it in proof form =1}
reacted precizely that way.)

But I mu~t 2dmit I hove been growing self-conscious ai Mm%
these gubjective ai* . cles., Ae I continuve to write objective urti-
cles up faster thzr I think up new ideas for them I am thrcwn back
nore and rore upci fthe 21lmoet limitless resources of the fiuits of
gelf-anz2lygis., Dut if such discr~-ion borce veopler in verson,will
it not alsc bore tl.en equally or more, in »rint? Ivery such article
gives me = guilty Zee~ling that at leagst some of the onlookers are
mentally commentirg., "There goes licCaln agrin, excercising hie
ego by cdoing another mental striptease.® I 2am iwov at all sure that
there ~re not tho~e whose reseniment of all such eurlcrations is
80 strong that thiey object eve: to my plumbing the depthe of my
ovn nind, Or if the reaction is not actual rerentment, perhaps
repulsion,

And I think e''ch ideas definitely worth of conﬂlderﬂtlon when
I find myself beins renelled by cimilar actiong in someone else.
For instance, recently ve've h~d the cpectacle of a neurotic younc
man hruling out the very newest and most repellant ekeleton in h.6:
closet to do a pupret's d-nce of total, and ceemirgly pointless.
degredation, Ilveiyone cormits bage sacts, nt time. DBut to re-1li.
vicrrlously one's own mogt objectionable such seems pointless and
of doubtleses theropeutic volue. I am repeleed »y the personalit;
thich seems to gain ~usten-nce from such morbifi{ty, Yet is thi.
nety vrery!likelyy The' identicali,reaction &thers. hawve,to my self-
anclyses? Jh, but mine are cifferent! Iither thev helnw me tiaink
thinge out by putting them on paper or thev offar :cmetaing of
volue to othere if they loolk for it. Or so I tell my-elf. But
ignn't it possible that thie is only my re-ction. =nd others see .
difference? So I grow 1ncreﬂrlngly hesitant about doing snch pi-

Vhat I wuvld like to know is how do you feel about it. Arve
you repellad/ Do they disturb you? Do they male you angry? Do

they bore you? Do you find themlntereatanQ Stimulating? Or a
~ign of immaturity themeelves?

I would genuinely like to lnow, ~"nd vour re~ctions to some
ext nt will rovern their frequence in the. fture...2lthovsh me being
me there will prob-bly rlways be a prerrent~ge of them a= lonsy ~g I
“er2in in FNPA. TFor in~t-nce, this aritele was meahmt to he an ob-

sohive one, and wound un highly s''hjectire.





